RIGHTS 


“MEN AND WOMEN SHALL HAVE EQUAL RIGHTS THROUGHOUT THE 


UNITED STATES AND EVERY PLACE SUBJECT TO ITS JURISDICTION” 
Amendment to the United States Constitution now before Congress 


f 


Pearl Buck To Be Convention Speaker 


Vol. 26, No. 7 


Future generations will read of us . amazement and 


ridicule because it took our country so long to carry out the 
equality proclaimed in its Declaration of Independence, and 
because our mothers, wives, and all the noble women of our 
nation were so long denied the rights granted to the lowest and 
worst of the males. For this, women themselves, are as much to 
blame as men are for the tyrannies they have so often accepted, 
but this evil is as tragic and ludicrous as it is ancient. Particu- 
larly in these days when demoeracy is in deadlock with despo- 
tism, we need the strength and wisdom of our womankind, and 
we should purify our laws of the outrageous and unmerited 
discriminations against them” 
Rupert Hughes. 
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STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCULA- 
TION, B., REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF 
MARCH 3, 1933. 

Of EQUAL RIGHTS, official National Woman's Party, pub- 
lished at Washington, D. 8. at 406 W. Redwood 
Street, Baltimore, Md., for October 1, 1940. 

State of Maryland: ss. : 
Before me, a Notary Public, in and for the State of Maryland afore- 

said, personally appeared Dora G. Ogle, who, 3 duly sworn 
— — to law, deposes and says that she is the Business Manager 
of EQUAL RIGHTS, official organ, National Woman's Party, Inc., and 
that the following is, to the best of her knowledge and belief, a true 
statement of the ownership, management (and a daily paper, the 
circulation), etc., of the aforesaid publication for the date shown in 
the above * required by the Act of August 24, 1912, embodied 
in section 587 Postal Laws and Regulations, printed on reverse 
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1. That the names and addresses of the publisher, editor, managing 
editor, and business managers are: 

Publisher, National Woman's Party, Inc., 144 B Street, N. E., 
Washington, D. C. 

Editor: Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, 144 B Street, N. E., Washington, 


2. That the owner is: (If owned by a corporation, its name and 
address must be stated and also immediately thereunder the names 
and addresses of stockholders owning or hol one per cent or more 
of total amount of stock. If not owned by a corporation, the names 
and addresses of the individual owners must be given. If owned by a 
firm, company, or other uninco ted concern, its name and address, 
as well as those of each individual member, must be given.) 


National Woman's Party, Incorporated, 144 B Street, N. E., Wash- 


ington, D. O. 

8. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security 
holders owning or holding 1 per cent or more of total amount of 
— mortgages, or other securities are: (If there are none, 80 


There are no stockholders. A non-profit organization, designed fur 
educational purposes only. 


‘ holders and security holders who do not appear upon the books 


of the company as trustees, hold stock and securities in a capacity 
other than that of a bona fide owner; and this affiant has no reason 
to believe that any other 22 association, or corporation has any 
interest direct or indirect the said stock, bonds, or other securities 
than as so stated by him. 

5. That the average number of 
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J. DAL ROGERS, Notary Public. 
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copies of each issue of this publi- 
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(My commission expires May 5, 1941.) 


Two Years 

02 efforts in behalf of equal rights during the 

past two years have been fruitful. The Equal 
Rights Amendment was introduced into both Houses 
of Congress on the opening day of the 76th Congress 
and was favorably reported by the subcommittee of 
the House Judiciary to the full committee on April 
26, 1939. On January 16, 1940, the Chairman of the 
Committee on Labor of the House of Representatives 
expressed the opinion that the time had come when 
the pro amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, granting men and women equal legal 
rights, should be submitted to the states for adoption. 


The amendment has been publicized during these 
two years by large demonstrations throughout the 
country on the birthdays of the pioneers, and on July 
19th, now known as Woman’s Independence Day, the 
anniversary of the Seneca Falls convention of 1848. 
Amy C. Ransome has sponsored booths at the New 
York World’s Fair in 1939 and at the San Francisco 
World’s Fair in 1940 where thousands of tourists 
stopped for information and to sign itions. The 
seal campaign has been enthusiastically carried on 
and Equal Rights Seals have carried and are carrying 
the message of equal rights throughout the country 
every day of the year. 


Internationally our work has gone on. On April 
3, 1939 the unjust regulations to prohibit the right of 
“indigenous” women to contract for their employment 
R by the International Labor Organization, due 

the opposition led by the National Woman's Party, 
was deleted from the proposed international conven- 
tions. Senator Arthur Capper introduced. a resolution 
in the Senate which protested against the proposed 
unjust regulation which alarmingly implied that there 
is no limit to the authority of the I. L. O. to restrict 
the labor of all women “indigenous” or not. 


Following the formation of the World Woman’s 
Party, at the last Biennial Convention dedication of 
the beautiful headquarters on Lake Geneva, Switzer- 
land, was held August 18, 1939 with an international 


| ner of great beauty and with a radio program 


eard around the world. In July, 1939, a delegation 
from the World Woman’s Party appeared at the an- 
nual convention of the I. L. O. and urged: (1) that 
all conventions concluded by the I. L. O. be founded 
on the principles of equal rights for men and women 
and; (2) that both men and women with equal voting 
rights be placed on all delegations to meetings and 


conferences held under the auspices of the I. L. O. 


The Republican Party on June 27, 1940 definitely 
advocated submission of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to the States. Its platform was endorsed by all 
its leaders and voted for by twenty million people. In 
addition, some of the ablest leaders of the Democratic 
Party have expressed their approval of the amend- 
ment, and their sympathy with our Cause. We should 
win in the next Congress. | 


— 


A New Discrimination 


Once more women have been discriminated against 
in a new opportunity to earn a living. The selective 
service regulations do not permit women to serve on 
draft boards. Numerous organizations and individuals 
throughout the country have protested against the 
regulation. It could not exist if the Equal Rights 
amendment were in effect. 
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Pearl Buck Banquet Guest 


T HE success of the biennial convention banquet is 
assured by the acceptance of Mrs. Richard J. Walsh, 
better known as Pearl Buck, of an invitation to be 
the principal speaker. The third American to receive 
the Nobel prize for literature, Mrs. Buck is an ardent 
supporter of the Equal Rights cause. Senator Guy 
M. Gillette of Iowa will say a few words about our 
prospects in the next Congress and Mrs. Ethel Murrell 
of Florida will be another speaker. : | 
One business meeting at the Convention is to be 
devoted to discussion of plans and policies, organiza- 
tion and publicity. At this time we will hear from 
our new Chicago chairman, Lorraine Blair, from Mrs. 
Serena Davis of Philadelphia, from Alma Lutz and 
from such old war horses as Edith Houghton Hooker, 
Anita Pollitzer and Florence Bayard Hilles. Amy C. 
Ransome and Clara Snell Wolfe also have agreed to 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
1940 Biennial Convention 
December 6, 7, and 8 
MAYFLOWER HOTEL, WASHINGTON, D.C. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1940 


2:00 P. M.—Meeting of the Executive Council, Alva 
Belmont House. 


4:00 P. M—Meeting of the National Council, Alva 
Belmont House. 


8:00 P. M.—Reception to members and friends, Alva 
Belmont House. 


9:00 P. M.—Unveiling of portrait of Maud Younger, 
Alva Belmont House. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1940 


9:00 A. M. to 6:00 P. M.—Registration of Delegates 

and Visitors Mayflower Hotel, Corridor. 

10:00 A. M.— Business Meeting, Mayflower Hotel, Pan 

American Room. 
Address of National Chairman. 
Appointment of Committees. 
Reports of Chairmen and Officers. 

2:00 P. M. — Business Meeting, Mayflower Hotel, Pan 

American Room. 
Discussion of plans and policies. 

7:30 P. M. — Banquet, Mayflower Hotel, Chinese Room. 
$2.50 per person. rvations should 
be m in advance at the Party Head- 
quarters. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1940 


10:00 A. M.—Business Meeting, Mayflower Hotel, Pan 
American Room. 
Reports. 
2:00 P. M. — Business Meeting, Mayflower Hotel, Pan 
American Room. 
. of Credentials and Nominating 
mmittees. 


Election. 
Address of incoming Chairman. 

8:00 P. M.—- Meeting of the National Council. 
Convention Chairman, Edwina Austin Avery. 
Headquarters, Mayflower Hotel, Rates Single rooms, 

$4 to $6; Double rooms $6 to $8; Double rooms (twin 
beds) $7 to $10. 
Any person wishing accommodations at lower rates in 


Washington should communicate with Caroline Lexow 
Babcock, Alva Belmont House. | 


speak. Let us call them the parachute corps. dane 


Norman Smith will preside at this meeting. All mem- 


bers are invited to participate in the discussion. 

All convention guests, delegates and members are 
invited to a reception at Alva Belmont House on 
Friday evening at which the members of District 
Branch and the Rhode Island Branch under the leader- 
ship of May Heffernan will be the hostesses. On this 
occasion the memorial portrait of Maud Younger will 
be unveiled. 

All state chairmen have been urged to bring reports 
of their activities and information about the attitude 
of their representatives in Congress. 


The convention promises to give the final impulse 
to push the amendment through the Senate and House 
of Representatives. 


Maud Younger Portrait 


On Friday, December sixth, during the convention 


of the National Woman’s Party, a Party member will 
unveil a portrait of Maud Younger. To those who 
knew Maud Younger, the nobility of her character, 
the selflessness of her devotion, the quality of her 
achievement looms bigger and warmer with the years. 
Educated, cultivated; much-traveled, socially adept, 
politically adroit, but beyond this immeasurably gen- 
erous, gallant and self-sacrificing, she poured the rich- 
ness of her nature and of her equipment into the 
National Woman’s Party. When it was a question of 
the Party, time did not exist for Maud Younger; she 
— no stay on the expenditure of her rich vitality. 

e was a whirlwind worker. | 

She lobbied Congress unceasingly. She wrote ar- 
ticles on the work of the Party for the magazines. 
She made speeches all over the country; in drawing- 
rooms by virtue of her genial social ease, her great 
eloquence and her shy, delicious humor; in labor organ- 
izations everywhere by virtue of the card which she 
eld from the Waitresses’ Union in San Francisco, 
of which she had once been president and by virtue 
of the honor and admiration in which the entire labor 
movement held her. | 

She asked for returns neither in tangible rewards, 
nor in publicity. When she died, alas too young con- 
sidering her amazing energy, I wrote one sentence 
about her which still sums her up better to me than 
any possible further words of mine could do. Those 
words are—all she was and all she had, she gave to 
women. 

Inez Haynes Irwin. 


Palo Alto Branch 


On October 12, 1940, a Palo Alto California Branch 
of the National Woman’s Party was formed as a re- 
sult of a meeting called by Dr. Mary Wilhelmine 
Williams. Mrs. Alice Park and Dr. Williams told of 
the activities and aims of the Party and Mrs. Laura 
Longanaker was elected chairman of the new Branch. 


Reserve Your Table 


The Biennial Banquet offers an unusually brilliant 
opportunity to State Chairmen to entertain their Sen- 
ators and Congressmen. The tables seat ten. Engage 
one or more now and invite your Congressional Dele- 
gation to listen in on Equal Rights, | 
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The First Anniversary Of The World 
 Woman’s Party 
5 By Anna Hamburger-Ludwig 


HO would dare to organize a meeting for equality 

for women here in Europe—in 1940? We did 

dare to do it—with songs and music and flags. 

Here on the terrace in front of the Villa Bartholoni, 

the lovely home of the World Woman’s Party, there 

assembled on Sunday afternoon, September first, 

people of many nations. Every seat was taken; many 
stood at the entrance gate throughout the ceremony. 


The meeting centered around our Call to the women 
of the world. The Swiss Vice-President of the World 
Woman’s Party, Mme. Marie Lachenal, from one of 
the governing families of Switzerland, read the Call 


in French and found in her public the echo which it 


will find throughout the whole world. 


The Call made all who heard it realize it is not the 
will of women that innocent people are wandering 
today homeless on the roads of Europe; not the will 


of women that parachutists are falling out of the: 


clouds; not the will of women that bombs are crash- 
ing, night by night—but that is the will of women 
to bring kindliness into world relations as they bring 
it into the family. The Call emphasized: by women 
joining together all over the world they will be mighty 
enough to say, one day, “We are the great new army 
without arms; no new world can be built without our 
advice, our help.“ 


The Woman's Party sketch was presented, composed, 
played, and sung by a group of professional artists 
all members of the Woman's Party — under the guid- 
ance of Mme. Lachenal. On the Greek perystile, women 
in green gowns leaning against the columns sang 
masterpieces by Haydn, Debussy, Faure and Wolff, 
interwoven in the play. The artists played in a master- 
ly fashion. Joining hands at the end, they moved 


2328 up and down the stairs, singing Si toutes 


filles du monde voulaient s’donner la main.“ 


How lovely it all was—we can best express it by 


the French word charmant.“ 


But then we write the date 1940 and it means: the 
time when women were not asked about war or no 
war. Dear sisters over the ocean, we look at you im- 


loringly for, while I am writing, the radio tells about 


mbs. Mothers in our rooms here at the Woman’s 


Party villa have their sons at the front. The postman > 


is a rare visitor. Frontiers are closed. As I write, 


here in my small quiet room, three alerts have awak- | 


ened sleepers, making us remember again our times. 
Aeroplanes over Switzerland, the only untouched 
country. Only the pressing duties of the day make 
us forget for a time our anxiety. 


But in spite of all, we prepared our Anniversary 


festival happily. After the meeting there came to us 
many friends: “We want to become members, we want 
to write about your meeting. Let us come to help in 
your work. Your Anniversary meeting was beautiful 
and noble, a hope and a dedication.” 


For Thanksgiving 
Each member pays what she thinks right to the 
National Woman’s Party. Do you pay more to some 
organization that you do not love half so much? Could 
you bring your contribution up to that? Could you 
do it now? Let your conscience be your guide. 


A Changed Commission 


The Inter American Commission of Women, com- 
posed of twenty-one delegates appointed by their re- 
spective governments, with Headquarters at the Pan 
American Union, met in Washington from November 
llth to 13th. This Commission was formed in 1928 
when four members of the National Woman’s Party, 
its then Chairman, Mrs. Jane Norman Smith, Miss 
Doris Stevens, Mrs. Valentine Winters and Miss Muna 
Lee, went to Havana, to the Sixth Pan American 
Congress, to request favorable action on the motion of 
the Fifth Congress in Santiago, Chile, calling for a 
study of the political and civil rights of women. They 
appeared before a full plenary session of the Congress. 


Their plea was granted and Miss Stevens was appoint- 
ed by the Pan American Board as the first Chairman 


of the Inter American Commission of Women. For 
ten years, without salary and in addition raising all 
the funds with which the Commission, left without 
any appropriations, operated, Miss Stevens served as 
Chairman. Under her administration, the Commis- 
sion reported its findings and recommendations offi- 
cially in a series of printed reports, to the Seventh 


Pan American Congress at Montevideo and to the 


Eighth Congress at Lima, Peru. At the Congress held 
at Montevideo in 1933 the Equal Nationality Treaty, 
drawn by Miss Stevens, was adopted without a dis- 
senting vote. In addition, the Equal Rights Treaty was 
signed by four South American countries, as a result 
of these efforts. 


In the course of this accomplishment the Chairman 
sometimes found herself in opposition to the State De- 


~ partment and official delegates of the United States 
and was obliged to appeal to the women’s organizations 


at home to exert their influence upon action of the dele- 
gates. In 1939 the United States took advantage of a 
resolution directing those Governments which had not 
already done so to appoint members of the Commission 
and appointed a woman whose views coincided more 
completely with those of the State Department. 


So the Commission as now constituted will doubtless 
present the policies toward women approved of by the 
various State Departments,. but it is unlikely that poli- 
cies approved only by women’s organizations as such 
will reach the Conference Session. 


Buy For Christmas 
CREATED EQUAL, THE BIOGRAPHY 
OF ELIZABETH CADY STANTON 
By Alma Lutz. $3 


Order from 
NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
144 B St. N. E., Washington, D. C. 


q 
* 
— 


* 


Through an arrangement with the John Day Gompany, 
the National Woman's Party will ive the booksellers’ 
discount on all copies sold by them. This means that the 
National Woman’s Party will earn $1 on every copy they 
sell. Include 8 cents for postage with your orders, 


‘ 
{ 
N ber, 1940 
ovember, 
. 
4 
14 
˖* 
} 
14 
‘ 
19 
if 
10 
17 
* > 
Le 
1 
19 
13 
* 
+4 
14 
2 
14 
14 
15 
4 
4 4 
1 
Z 
| 
4 
1 
17 
t 
bong 
* 
— Añ 
117 
7 77 
‘ 
1 
1 
4 
17 


